
Lust of the Flesh 
 

Willie is a 2 year old Christian.  He was saved out of a life of pornography and 
immorality.  He has started coming to church in the evenings, because he works in the 
mornings.  As you spend time with Willie, you begin to see that he has some issues.  You 
observe that his conversation tends towards temporal things, which mainly focus on 
himself or things that annoy him.  When you engage him in spiritual conversation, he 
follows well and talks about the Word. You cannot think of a time though when he has 
initiated sharing what God was doing through the Word in his devotional hour.  

Usually Willie is a joy to be around, but he has a tendency to complain and get 
easily agitated. On one occasion, while dining with Willie, he became particularly 
perturbed that his meal at Claim Jumper was not cooked to perfection.  He ordered the 
48-oz. steak medium rare and it came out well done, his fries were too crispy, and 
afterwards the Mother load cake did not have enough ice cream.  Instead of sending the 
steak back, or just eating it to be a testimony to the waitress, he made a scene by 
becoming loud and obnoxious, claiming that he would never eat there again if they did 
not give him his meal for free. You recall that this is the second time such an event has 
occurred with you present.  You become concerned because on the ride to and from the 
restaurant, Willie had been driving aggressively, honking his horn and riding the bumper 
of slower vehicles.  

You begin to gently bring up the fact that such driving is not the best and he turns 
it into another opportunity to criticize the ways in which Californians drive on the 
freeways. He tells you that his daily commute to work is a constant frustration because 
the same lame drivers do the same things then as well.  They are at fault because he says 
that they keep him from being to work on time, to which his boss is a constant reminder.  
His roommates try to help him get up earlier, but he has also become critical of them as 
well, calling them legalistic.  

Because he is always late to work, he has to come in on the weekends, usually 
Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings, and make up time, when no one is in the office.  
But because no one is in the office at those hours, and there is no Internet filter system on 
his PC, he gives into his cravings to steal a look at Pornography.   

Willie has come to you and asked you for spiritual help.  He wants to move away 
to Alaska where he can start over and begin with a new job, new church, new friends, and 
a new everything.  What counsel to you give him?  

 
1. What questions would you ask Willie? 
2. What observations can you make with this limited information about Willie 

and some of the concerns you have?  
3. Is there anything in his life that you see as a pattern?  
4. What issues do you see that might be heart sins in his life?  
5. Would moving away be the answer for Willie – why or why not?  
6. Where would you start with him?  



 
 
 
 
 

Lust of the Eyes 
 

Jill is having problems in her marriage.  She and her husband of 16 years have 
been arguing every night of the week for the last 2 months, and there does not seem to be 
an end in sight.  The issues about which they squabble are finances, school problems their 
children are having, car problems, home repairs, etc.  Both of them work outside the 
home.  Jill makes 50,000 per year as an aspiring lawyer and her husband Lance makes 
38,000 as a successful high school football Head Coach.  

Their frustration level has reached an all-time high and Jill decides to confide in 
you.  She comes to you for some direction about their relationship and their problems.  
As you probe with some data gathering questions, you want to know more about the 
arguments they have. You uncover that they are in severe credit card debt, about $70,000.  
This debt has accumulated over the last 16 years due to frivolous vacations, spur of the 
moment sales, and unwise budgeting that has left them rolling their unpaid bills to their 
credit card, which they have transferred from card to card to minimize their interest rates.  
They are unsure about how to eliminate this debt, and are becoming very anxious.  

Jill tries to deal with her anxiety by going shopping, while Lance deals with it by 
taking long drives in his mint condition ’62 Corvette Stingray Convertible.  This allows 
them both to get out of their modest 4-bedroom house in Beverly Hills.  It has also been a 
source of tension because she likes to get out of the house and go places while he likes to 
stay at home and work on his car.   
 
 
Car,  house  

 
Unsaved boss 
 
Flirty co-workers 
 
Out many late nights, away at games.  
 
The bills are piling higher and higher as they are growing farther and farther 

behind.   
 
To catch up they 
 
She decides to forsake her house responsibilities and sit at home watching the 6 

hour version of Pride and Prejudice.  
 


